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Publication was begun in 1834, and between that date and 1837 Sir 
Harris Nicholas issued seven volumes including the record up to 1542. 
A new series of 32 volumes was published between 1890 and 1906 by Sir 
J. R. Dasent which brought the work down to the death of Queen 
Elizabeth. At this point, fortunately for American history, the present 
editors took up the task in the volume under consideration. 

The Council records from 1603 to 1613 were burned in the fire at 
Whitehall in 1618, and thus the documents of the Jamestown settlement 
were lost. The Civil War caused another break from August, 1645, to 
May, 1649. Colonial affairs during the Protectorate must be studied in 
other calendars. The records now in the Council Office consist of a 
large number of folio volumes, written by the clerks ot the Council and 
narrating the proceedings; the "Plantation Register," which contains 
colonial laws and instructions to governors from 1677 to 1806; and a 
large collection of loose documents, mostly petitions and reports sub. 
mitted to the Council by the Board of Trade. 

The limited range of the work does not permit of the printing of all 
the extracts in full. Consequently certain parts have been condensed 
and such places in the text are indicated by brackets. The pruning has 
been so judiciously done that the student is rather grateful than other- 
wise for the cutting down. The volume is a very valuable addition to 
the sources of American Colonial history. The editorial work is careful 
and intelligent, and the result is a book which is both attractive and 

Useful.— H. J. ECKENRODE. 

Virginia County Records. Published Quarterly. Edited by William 
Armstrong Crozier, F. R. S., F. G. S. A. Published by the Genea- 
logical Association, 211 West 101st Street, New York City. March, 
1909. Vol. VI, Part I. 

Mr. Crozier, who is well known through his various volumes on sub- 
jects relating to Virginia genealogy and heraldry, has determined that, 
instead of publishing occasional volumes (such as make the first five of 
"Virginia County Records"), he would issue a quarterly. This publica- 
tion appearing oftener would afford space for presenting a very much 
larger number of abstracts, &c. Instead of the work being confined to 
one county, from fifteen to twenty can be included. It can be seen at 
once how valuable it will be to genealogists to have, as will be the case 
when Mr. Crozier's plans have been carried out, complete genealogical 
abstracts of all Virginia wills, lists of Revolutionary soldiers, of grantees 
of lands, of marriage bonds and similar indispensable source material. 

No. I of the quarterly, which was issued in March last, contains the 
beginnings of series of abstracts of wills in Elizabeth City, old Rappa- 
hannock, York, Hanover counties; Surry county records in general; 
Northampton and Norfolk county marriage bonds, lists of Revolution- 
ary soldiers, and of early grantees of land in several counties. 
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The work is carefully done, and only a few errors in names, a thing 
almost inseparable from such a great amount of transcribing from old 
records, are noted. These will no doubt be corrected. 

Mr. Crozier's work can be heartily commended, and it is hoped that 
he will receive such continued encouragement as will enable him to 
carry out his plan of publishing abstracts of all old Virginia records, 
which may be of use to the genealogist. 

The Early English Colonies. A Summary of the Lecture by 
the Right Honorable and Right Rev. Arthur Foley, 
Lord Bishop of London. With additional Notes and Illustra- 
tions, delivered at the Richmond Auditorium, Virginia, October 
4, 1907. Transcribed by Samuel Phillips, Author of "Fulham 
Palace," with a preface by the Bishop of London. The Young 
Churchman Co., Milwaukee, Wis., 1908, pp. xii, 228, with several 
illustrations. 

The Bishop of London is one of the greatest preachers and best and 
most useful men of the day; but this book is hardly a worthy memorial 
of his very noteworthy visit to America in 1907. His time has been too 
much occupied in other pursuits for him to have much knowledge of 
American history, and his transcriber, Mr. Phillips, is not gifted in pre- 
senting what the Bishop said. It is sometimes a little difficult to tell 
who is speaking and one feels a little surprise upon coming upon such a 
sentence as this: "You can trace the list of Bishops in my little book 
called 'Fulham Palace/ published by Wells, Gardner, Darton & Co.," 
until it is found by referring back to the title page, that it is Mr. Phillips 
who is talking and not the Bishop. 

And even a Virginian must smile when, after quoting (p. 38) Governor 
Belcher, of Massachusetts, in one of those formal pleas for reformation 
of manners, which were stock utterances of all colonial governors, the 
Bishop says, "we must recollect that Boston was at this time a place 
where the Book of Common Prayer was not by law established and the 
planters found that, deprived of its teaching our duty to God and our 
duty to our neighbor, men soon ran to lawless living. * * * * There 
is no such trouble mentioned in Virginia records, because the Church 
Catechism was there taught, and the Book of Common Prayer freely 
used." 

The first chapter of this book, giving a Bishop's statement of theo- 
logical beliefs to an audience of his own faith, is outside the limits of 
Virginia history. 

The portion of the book relating to Colonial history begins 
with Chapter II, which treats of the "The King's Governors in the 
Colonies." There is nothing especially striking in the handling of the 
subject, but the chapter contains good summaries of the instructions to 
Governor Nicholson of Virginia in 1700 and 1702, a catalogue of his 



